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In the near future, professors will run their coursesover digital platforms capa
ble of collecting data oneach student’s progress. These platforms wereinitially
developed for massive open online courses.However, universities are now fol
ding theseplatforms back into their traditional classes becausethey make it e
asier to share content, hostdiscussions and keep track of student work.

Soon, they will be able to monitor which students arespending 15 minutes on
a calculus problem andwhich ones slog away for an hour. This can raise red f
lags for professors about who might needextra help.

As more classes move partially or entirely online, the requirements of having
a uniform startand end date diminish. It means some students could sail thro
ugh a semester’s worth ofclasses in a few weeks and then start again with ne
W courses.

It used to be that getting accepted to a prestigious university was how you a
ccessed the bestprofessors and could hang out with the smartest students. T
hat’s because universities were,for the most part, closed information systems
that doled out their content to a select few.That’s changing.
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1 However, universities are now folding these platforms back into their tradi
tional classesbecause they make it easier to share content, host discussions a
nd keep track of studentwork.
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share content, host discussions, keep track of student work7eZstfii 2 I
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2 Soon, they will be able to monitor which students are spending 15 minute

s on a calculusproblem and which ones slog away for an hour.
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3 It used to be that getting accepted to a prestigious university was how yo

u accessed thebest professors and could hang out with the smartest students
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